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August 30, 2002


City of Pasadena 

Planning and Development Department

175 North Garfield Avenue

Pasadena, California 91109-7215

Attn: Mr. Joshua Hart

Comments on Arroyo Seco Master Plan 

and Draft Master Environmental Impact Report

Dear Mr. Hart:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Arroyo Seco Master Plan Project (asmp) and Draft Master Environmental Impact Report (dmeir), dated May 2002. The documents overall demonstrate a considerable amount of work and thought on the part of the City. 

The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) and its partner, the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (mrca) are looking forward to helping the City of Pasadena meet the objectives to achieve restoration/conservation of the natural environment, provide recreation facilities and programs, and provide a multi-modal trail connection to the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor and enhance the internal and regional system of trails. 

The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy’s mission is to strategically buy back, preserve, protect, restore, and enhance treasured pieces of Southern California to form an interlinking system of urban, rural, and river parks; open space; trails; and wildlife habitats that are easily accessible to the general public. We hope we can be a strong partner with you as you carry out your policy to provide recreation facilities and programs to meet the diverse needs of City of Pasadena residents and visitors. 

The asmp incorporates a diverse range of projects and improvements to Hahamongna Watershed Park, the Central Arroyo, the Lower Arroyo, and the Rose Bowl. Although the dmeir does not offer any analysis to indicate that a parking structure is needed in connection with recreational Park uses now or in the future, it contains a 1200-space parking structure as the most ambitious construction project proposed for Hahamongna. Given the potential impact to the area’s natural resources, the asmp does not contain enough detail about this project to assess its environmental impact. This project needs to be analyzed on a site-specific basis to determine the impact of the structure’s construction and operation on habitat, water quality and air quality. The dmeir must evaluate the full impact of such a structure on the critical habitat for the Arroyo southwestern toad. The dmeir is not adequate to approve construction of a parking structure. 

A possible additional use of the parking structure is as a remote parking location for Rose Bowl events. This additional use is not analyzed or discussed in the dmeir, but is contemplated by the Travel Demand Management Strategy for the Central Arroyo Seco Master Plan Area. Use of the parking structure for Rose Bowl events will result in an increase in traffic, congestion and cause other adverse impacts on recreation, neighboring schools and neighboring communities. These impacts must be noted and analyzed in the dmeir. 

We offer the following comments on the Arroyo Seco Master Plan (asmp):

Summary

The Executive Summary states that the City “supports one comprehensive master plan” and notes that the Arroyo Seco is “one ecosystem that is inter-connected.” However, because each section of the Master Plan was prepared separately, there is no section of the Plan that addresses the Arroyo Seco in a holistic manner. Subjects such as wildlife habitat, trails, and water quality can only be adequately addressed if they are studied from both a site-specific and regional perspective. The Conservancy advocates a watershed management approach where these issues and their inter-relationships are explored. 

Although the document is titled Arroyo Seco Master Plan, there is little discussion of the Arroyo Seco itself, its value or its potential as a natural resource. While acknowledging the desires and efforts of community members for a restored river system, the plan does not address these ideas. The life span of such a master plan, which may not be updated for twenty years, necessitates that such options be studied now. Without allowing for stream restoration projects, the asmp is inadequate.
Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan 

The Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan’s emphasis on habitat restoration and habitat establishment will improve hwp and its value to the region. The restoration and establishment plans are based on an understanding of the native plant communities that now exist. The specified planting guidelines of using local seed and stock, consistent and continuing weed control, and proper soil preparation are consistent with the Conservancy’s preferred practices. We recommend that a qualified plant biologist oversee all planting activities. The plans for creating wetland plant communities must be completed prior to construction approvals of the East and West Lakes.

With regard to the Oak Woodland Restoration (p.3-17), the Plan needs to address potential impacts to trees resulting from increased use of overnight camping, such as soil compaction and changes in irrigation. In any area of hwp that will be converted to sports field and/or turf grass, there is a potential for oak damage and decline resulting from increased irrigation. This impact needs to be identified and either avoided or mitigated. 

Damage to native habitat and species may result from the introduction of exotic animal species. We recommend the City implement the Exotic Animal Inventory and Reduction project described in the Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study, consisting of an inventory of exotic animal populations and developing and implementing a reduction strategy. In particular,  bullfrogs and crayfish may become a problem after the East and West Lakes are created, and must be controlled.

The description of native habitat communities do not mention fish, nor do any of the restoration projects or the East and West Lakes projects. These projects should be revised to introduce native fish, where feasible, and improve aquatic habitat for native fish, amphibians and reptiles.   

The Recreation Trails described in the Plan will complement the existing trail systems in the region, including those within the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor. The Conservancy supports the Plan’s emphasis on trail connections, multi-use trails and the considerations given to equestrians and bicyclists. Providing a variety of trail types will ensure that people of all abilities and interests have access to Hahamongna.  

The Landform Grading Principles (p. 3-11) described appear to be a grading method that will result in the best possible landforms and habitats. However, the approved Grading Plan must show the real proposed condition. It is not adequate to show mechanical contours and state an intent to grade differently. 

The description of fill placement in areas of existing willows states that the willow trees will re-root at the new higher elevations. The Plan must cite scientific references that support this concept, and describe the impacts on other plants (not willows) within these areas of fill. 

As noted above, the proposed 1200-space parking structure is not described with enough detail to analyze the environmental impact of its construction and use. Additionally, there is no discussion of impacts associated with constructing the proposed 32-foot wide access road for the parking structure. This road may cause the removal of a significant number of oak trees as well as impact traffic and congestion for Hahamongna and neighboring communities.

A possible additional use of the parking structure is as a remote parking location for Rose Bowl events. While this additional use is not analyzed or discussed in the asmp, it is contemplated by the Travel Demand Management Strategy for the Central Arroyo Seco Master Plan Area. Use of the parking structure for Rose Bowl events will result in an increase in traffic, congestion and cause other adverse impacts on recreation, neighboring schools and neighboring communities. These impacts must be noted and analyzed in the dmeir.

Central Arroyo Master Plan 

The camp contains no discussion of wildlife habitat. While the Central Arroyo is almost completely developed and dominated by human uses, the area is key in linking Hahamongna and the Lower Arroyo, both of which contain quality habitat. The opportunity to expand the habitat available, and the range of the wildlife within Hahamongna and the Lower Arroyo must not be ignored. Opportunities to enhance habitat exist within Brookside Park, Brookside Golf Course, and on the hillsides surrounding the Central Arroyo. For example, a continuous tree canopy through the Central Arroyo would greatly expand the refuge and nesting areas available for birds.  

The Plan provides a thoughtful analysis of trails and pedestrian use of the Central Arroyo. As in the Hahamongna Master Plan, the Conservancy supports the Plan’s emphasis on trail connections, multi-use trails and the considerations given to equestrians and bicyclists. Providing a variety of trail types will ensure that people of all abilities and interests have access to Central Arroyo. Additional traffic calming measures should be implemented to further improve the safety of pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians.

The projects within the camp should have an aggregate impact that improves the quality of urban runoff. The parking lots in the Central Arroyo contribute heavily to the polluted runoff entering the Arroyo Seco, yet there are no projects to improve this condition. The use of vegetated swales within parking lots is mentioned in the dmeir, but is not listed as a project component in the Plan. The Plan should include quantifiable requirements that will improve runoff water quality. For example, require a certain percentage of existing paving be converted to permeable paving, and that a certain percentage of existing paving be shaded by trees. 

The camp recommendations do not address Brookside Golf Course. Is there a current Master Plan for the course? A Master Plan needs to be prepared so that planned and anticipated changes can be planned for and coordinated with conditions in the Central Arroyo. The useful life span of the asmp could be twenty years. Within this time, it is reasonable to expect that the golf course will undergo rehabilitation including re-grading, re-building greens and tees, repair / replacement of cart paths, renovation of the clubhouse, extensive landscaping and renovations to the irrigation system. A Master Plan for Brookside Golf Course must address how these activities will be approached, and how they will conform to the objective of the asmp to achieve restoration/conservation of the natural environment. 

Lower Arroyo Master Plan 

The Lower Arroyo’s scenic qualities make it is easy to visualize wildlife habitat and stream corridor restoration.  The Plan’s emphasis on native Arroyo plants will assist in accomplishing restoration goals. However, the Plan ignores the potential habitat of the Arroyo Seco and the BFI stream diversion and their use by fish, amphibians and reptiles. This area represents an opportunity to enhance aquatic habitat and at the same time improve the quality of runoff. While the BFI project has created a lush stand of vegetation, the Conservancy recommends that future restoration projects be sustainable without irrigation or artificial diversions. 

Where native vegetation must be removed for improvements (i.e. bridge over BFI diversion to the casting pond) those plants must be transplanted within the project area. We recommend that a qualified plant biologist oversee all planting activities. 

The Recreation Trails described in the Central Arroyo Master Plan will complement the existing trail systems in the region, including those within the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor. The Conservancy supports the Plan’s emphasis on trail connections, multi-use trails and the considerations given to equestrians and bicyclists. Providing a variety of trail types will ensure that people of all abilities and interests have access to the Arroyo Seco.  Trails in the Lower Arroyo should retain a natural character. 

The storm drains that empty into the Lower Arroyo carry polluted urban runoff. Projects within this area can have a beneficial effect on water quality in the Arroyo Seco if properly designed. All projects implemented in the Lower Arroyo should consider runoff coming from nearby drains and how the project can improve water quality.  

Brush clearing should occur only on a selective basis. Clearing shall focus on dead wood and other easily ignitable fuels, including exotic weeds and grasses. Mature shrubs and trees must not be removed unless they pose a threat to lives or property. 

Rose Bowl Use Plan 

The addition of major events at the Rose Bowl will result in higher levels of air quality pollution and polluted runoff. The aggregate impacts of these must be quantified and mitigated. bmps in the Central Arroyo must be designed and implemented such that they mitigate the aggregate impacts of the proposed number of events. 

The Park-n-Ride service available during  ucla football games is a positive action on the part of the rboc to reduce traffic and vehicle emissions during events. The Rose Bowl Use Plan must be revised to include the provision of Park-n-Ride service for 11 events in addition to ucla games, equal to the total number of events being added to the Use Plan. 

Design Guidelines

The proposed guidelines are in harmony with the Conservancy’s preferences for parks and open space areas. We support the asmp’s emphasis on natural materials and consistency of design within all of the diverse areas of the Arroyo Seco, as well as the exclusive use of native plant materials. 

The limitations on the use of pesticides and herbicides will contribute to the success of restoring ecosystem and biological functions to the Arroyo Seco. These limits must also be called out within the Hahamongna, Central Arroyo, and Lower Arroyo plans. 

The Conservancy recommends that trails be constructed and maintained according to established trail standards, such as those used by the United States Forest Service and Los Angeles County.

We offer the following comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (dmeir) and its mitigation measures (mm): 
Aesthetics (Section 3.1)

While there are no designated scenic vistas in the asmp project area, certainly the views of the mountains and arroyo and the area itself have scenic quality. The lakes proposed for Hahamongna represent an opportunity to enhance the views and vistas of the arroyo and surrounding topography. The landforms created by grading activities and areas of wooded vegetation should be carefully designed to maintain the natural aesthetic quality of the arroyo area. Prior to construction approval, perspective renderings showing views from overlooks and gathering areas shall be presented to the City. The approved Grading Plan should must show the real proposed condition of landforms and demonstrate the intent of the landform grading described in the Master Plan. 

MM-4 states that the City of Pasadena shall ensure the protection of native habitat from impacts due to new lighting fixtures. Prior to construction approvals, a qualified biologist must review detailed lighting plans to ensure that proposed lighting does not adversely affect any habitat, including that of Arroyo southwestern toad (ast) and Nevin’s barberry (nb).  Adult ast are primarily nocturnal and thus particularly sensitive to artificial light sources. Areas designated as critical habitat for the ast must not be impacted by new light sources. 

The proposed 1000 square-foot masonry trash enclosure in Hahamongna must be studied for its impact on aesthetics.  

Air Quality (Section 3.2)

The dmeir states that implementation of the mitigation measures would not reduce peak emissions of Nox and PM10 below the scaqmd threshold of significance. The dmeir is inadequate unless additional mitigation measures are taken to reduce these peak emissions below the threshold of significance. 

The mitigation measures specify that the construction contractor shall submit monthly air quality monitoring reports to the City of Pasadena Department of Public Works, but does not specify what the City of Pasadena shall do with the monitoring reports. The dmeir must be revised to increase the frequency of reports to every two weeks. The dmeir must further state that if the air quality monitoring reports indicate that construction activities are exceeding allowable emissions, construction activities shall be halted until adequate measures are put in place. 

The dmeir states that the increase in annual Rose Bowl events would not increase peak emissions and therefore does not impact air quality. While the peak day emissions may not increase, the frequency of peak days will double. There are no restrictions in the rbup as to how the events would be scheduled throughout the year, and it is possible that a majority of events could occur within a short time frame. The dmeir must be revised to account for and mitigate the potentially significant cumulative effect of additional Rose Bowl events. Additional transit services to the Central Arroyo and the provision of Park-n-Ride services for events are potential measures. 

MM-3 should specify that all species used for temporary vegetation must not be invasive. 

MM-8 must be revised to state “…grading is ceased during periods when winds exceed 25 miles per hour or are forecast to exceed 25 miles per hour. ” 

The following statements must be incorporated as binding mitigation measures: 

· All vehicles traveling on unpaved areas must not exceed 15 miles per hour. 

· Low-emission construction equipment (methanol, gasoline, electric, natural gas) shall be utilized, as feasible.

· No more than six (6) pieces of heavy construction equipment shall operate at the same time.

· If more than five (5) pieces of heavy construction equipment are operating simultaneously, no more than ten (10) pieces of stationary construction equipment shall operate at the same time.

· Deliveries of construction materials and haul truck trips shall be scheduled during non-peak hours, if possible.

· Construction activities must be suspended during smog alerts. 

· Construction contractors shall encourage personnel to carpool and assist in organizing carpools, as feasible. 

Biological Resources (Section 3.3)
The Conservancy urges the City to make a strong commitment to increase the habitat value of the Arroyo Seco throughout the asmp area. The current urban conditions of the stream do not support native fish, amphibians or reptiles. Restoration efforts should include activities focused on improving conditions for these animals, including temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, and other basic aquatic habitat conditions. 

Biological surveys shall be conducted prior to construction approvals of major projects to confirm that biological conditions have not substantially changed since the preparation of this dmeir. All surveys shall be conducted according to United States Fish and Wildlife Service (usfws) protocol. If surveys indicate that biological conditions have changed since the dmeir’s approval, the dmeir must be revised. A qualified biologist shall be present continually during construction phases in all sensitive habitat areas, and shall be empowered to halt work activity if necessary. The project biologist shall conduct training for project personnel that will be working within ast critical habitat.

Sensitive Plant Species

Plummer’s mariposa lily (pml) and Nevin’s Barberry (nb) were observed on the property. Mitigation described in the dmeir is focused on protecting the existing plants from direct impacts. Overall protection of suitable habitat for these species must also be a priority, as indirect impacts threaten the existing plants. 

In addition to requiring fencing around sensitive plant species, mm-1 and mm-4 must require that interpretive signage be placed on the fencing to discourage people from entering.  The buffer area around plants to be protected must be expanded as needed to protect other areas that are integral to the survival of the protected barberry plants. mm-4 must be revised to include occurrences of pml. If any impacts are incurred to the any of the populations then another population must be established using the seed from this population in a less accessible area. The populations of pml and nb must be monitored regularly, for a minimum of five years following project completion.
Prior to any construction approvals, the City shall prepare a detailed grading plan showing the amount and location of sensitive species habitat that will be impacted. The grading plan must be approved by usfws, or other applicable regulatory agency, prior to any activity.  The grading plan shall specify where grading will occur and the percentage of habitat within the project area that will be impacted.

Sensitive Animal Species

The fact that no Arroyo southwestern toads (ast) have been sighted within the project area does not relieve the City of its legal obligation to maintain habitat conditions. The recovery strategy, as described in the Recovery Plan for the Arroyo Southwestern Toad (usfws, 1999), is focused on providing sufficient habitat as well as minimizing or eliminating impacts and threats. Prior to any construction approvals, the City shall prepare a detailed grading plan showing the amount and location of ast critical habitat that will be impacted. The grading plan must be approved by usfws, or other applicable regulatory agency, prior to any activity.  The grading plan shall specify where grading will occur and the percentage of habitat within the project area that will be impacted. 

Following construction completion, mitigation must include restoration of disturbed areas to a condition suitable for ast habitat. The determination of what constitutes suitable habitat shall be based on usfws scientific research and recommendations. The time span between the start of grading adjacent to ast critical habitat and the beginning of the revegetation process must be 6 months, or as soon as possible thereafter. Any areas within the critical habitat for ast that are revegetated must biologically be functionally equivalent with the habitat that was removed. 

All projects within Hahamongna, including but not limited to parking facilities, must be evaluated for their potential impacts on ast critical habitat. Prior to any construction approvals, project plans shall include mitigation for impacts of runoff from parking lots and other paved facilities. The control of exotic or introduced predators, such as bullfrogs and a variety of fish species, are also necessary management activities. The project site shall be kept clean of debris to avoid attracting predators. 

The dmeir does not include any provisions for providing a buffer area around existing ast, if they are found to exist in Hahamongna. Any population of toads shall be protected by a 300-foot-wide buffer comprised of critical habitat. 

mm-3 states that if ast are present, grading activities below the ordinary high water mark shall take place during the non-breeding season. The dmeir must state the specific months of the breeding season, which lasts from March to August, but can be extended during wet years. Vehicles and equipment used for grading and construction activities shall travel on pre-existing routes wherever possible, and equipment shall not be stored in wet areas or within the stream channel itself. 

mm-3  also states that relocation of toads would be conducted as a method of mitigation. The dmeir does not thoroughly describe this program of relocation, such as what time of year this would occur or how a suitable location would be selected. The Recovery Plan states that relocation can only be authorized by usfws opinion or permit. It further states that recovery permits are not appropriate to avoid project-related effects. The relocation program could relocate toads to unsuitable habitat where they will die, as well as fragmenting an existing population to a point where it is unsustainable. This is a take of the species and therefore a significant impact. The negative impacts of the relocation program are not discussed in the dmeir. The dmeir does not consider the possibility that there may not be any other suitable sites for the ast within the project area. 

The dmeir does not discuss the impacts of sediment removal on ast habitat, or the impacts in general of grading, fill and sediment removal on all habitats. These activities will have a negative impact that must be described and mitigated. Habitat types that are dependent on soil composition, such as Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub, could be permanently destroyed if grading activities disturb a significant amount of existing habitat.  

Wetlands

Every effort must be made to protect in place all existing wetlands in the project area. Projects must be designed and implemented so that existing wetlands are not impacted directly or indirectly. 

The wetland mitigation program shall not require the establishment of wetlands that have the potential to cause significant impacts to ast critical habitat. The wetland mitigation program shall be based on the best science. A biological assessment of any potential site for wetland mitigation must be completed prior to any construction approvals. If suitable area for created wetlands is not available on-site, every effort must be made to locate the required mitigation within the Arroyo Seco watershed, and as near to the Arroyo Seco channel as possible.

mm-2 states that created wetlands shall be monitored for control of exotic species. Monitoring shall continue for a period of no less than ten years, at least quarterly. Monitoring shall not be limited to identification of exotic species, but must focus on the biological functioning of the wetland. Monitoring shall be conducted by a qualified biologist. If biological function is not present for two consecutive years, the City shall be required to make adjustments necessary to restore biological function.

Cultural Resources (Section 3.4) : No comments.

Geology and Soils (Section 3.5) : No comments.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Section 3.6) : No comments.

Hydrology and Water Quality (Section 3.7)

The Conservancy urges the City to make a strong commitment to increase the water quality and the habitat value of the Arroyo Seco throughout the asmp area. Two segments of the Arroyo Seco are on California’s §303(d) list, both within the asmp area. Reach 1 of the Arroyo Seco (Los Angeles River to West Holly Ave), and Reach 2 of the Arroyo Seco (West Holly Ave to Devil’s Gate Dam) are named on the §303(d) list for the following non-point source contaminants: Trash, Algae, and High Coliform.  Both reaches are a high priority for Total Maximum Daily Load (tmdl) development. The high coliform levels in Reaches 1 and 2 make these areas unsafe for human contact. The asmp and dmeir do not address these conditions or the existing tmdl for trash. 

We recommend the City implement the following projects described in the Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study: 

Trash Reduction: Implement volunteer programs, educate visitors, and modify maintenance methods to reduce the amount of trash / waste left by humans and their pets. Construct and maintain trash control structures where appropriate.

Develop ongoing water quality monitoring programs and public education of water quality issues.

Golf Course best management practices: Plan for anticipated renovations to result in a model of balancing a PGA-level course with increased environmental benefits. Utilize native vegetation; plan for high quality habitat for native bird, fish, and insect species; reduce fertilizer, herbicide, and pesticide needs and use non-toxic alternatives. Develop course layout that will enhance water quality and water resources and be compatible with planned stream restoration projects. Retain course designers with proven experience in balancing course needs with minimal environmental impact.

Equestrian Improvements: Implement and maintain structural and non-structural bmps to lessen environmental impacts of equestrian trails, while improving or maintaining trail quality.

Alterations proposed in the asmp to hydrology have the potential to alter the water regime and therefore negatively impact habitat for ast, pml and nb. Grading activities, sediment removal, the creation of lakes, additional runoff from parking areas, and construction of facilities are all activities that will alter the current water regime, both temporarily and permanently. Prior to construction approvals, a qualified biologist must review plans to ensure that changes in hydrology do not adversely affect any habitat, including that of Arroyo southwestern toad, Plummer’s mariposa lily and Nevin’s barberry.  

Section 3.7.4.5 states that the Design Guidelines will include recommendations for parking lot and trash collection improvements to provide pollution control. The Design Guidelines do not contain any recommendations for trash collection improvements. The recommendation for parking lot design is limited to “Provide landscaped swales that dually assist in managing storm water runoff and providing landscape relief as well as shade for cars.” There are no specifications as to the required extent or distribution of vegetated swales, their composition, what impacts they shall mitigate, or their required maintenance. The dmeir must provide these details as well as technical references to guide the design and engineering of vegetated swales. Design of the vegetated swales shall be based on the best science. The Design Guidelines must be revised to include the recommendations listed in the dmeir.  

Vegetated swales can be quite effective in filtering contaminants from runoff. However, the vegetation has a limited ability to uptake and filter contaminants. Prior to construction approvals, a maintenance plan for vegetated swales must be prepared that includes a schedule for removal and replacement of vegetation, and proper disposal of removed vegetation. 

mm-1 and mm-2 refer to Best Management Practices (bmps) for construction projects, parking areas, and walking areas, but do not reference any scientific or technical studies to guide the implementation of bmps. The dmeir must reference technical documents that clarify in detail specific bmps and provide information on their proven effectiveness. All bmps put in place as part of the asmp must conform to the standards set forth in the technical references. bmps shall be based on the best science. 

The following statements must be incorporated as binding mitigation measures: 

· Monitoring must be conducted for a period of 10 years following construction to document the quality, composition, and amount of runoff originating in all parking areas throughout the asmp area. If the quality has not increased within 2 years following construction, the City shall be required to pursue additional measures. 

· All new storm sewer facilities that will serve parking areas, including parking structures, must include separators for oil, grease and trash. 

Mineral Resources (Section 3.8) : no comments

Noise (Section 3.9) : no comments

Public Services (Section 3.10) : no comments

Recreation (Section 3.11)

mm-2 must be revised to state that the contractor must provide temporary restroom facilities at every location of closed restrooms, and the number of temporary restroom facilities shall equal the number of permanent restroom facilities that are closed. The location and installation of temporary restroom facilities must be designed such that water quality in the Arroyo Seco will not be impacted, in case the container’s seal fails or leaks. In heavily used areas, contractor shall also provide temporary sinks 

mm-5 must state that construction activities must be phased to minimize disturbance to trails and access points. All posted signs must be reviewed every other week to ensure that users have the most up-date information regarding construction schedules. The City must also coordinate with adjacent trail-operating agencies (Angeles National Forest, City of La Cañada Flintridge, Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation, Altadena) to ensure that their trail access points are also signed with information about temporary trail closures in Pasadena, if those trails will lead to a “dead end” due to asmp construction. 

The proposed 1000 square-foot masonry trash enclosure in Hahamongna must be studied for its impact on the adjacent West Rim Trail. Large trash trucks that will service the dumpsters may have a dangerous effect on equestrians along the trail, as well as impacting the recreational experience. 

The dmeir states that the parking structure in Hahamongna “would not impact recreation; there are no existing recreational uses on the proposed parking structure site” (3.11.4.1.2).  Since the impact of the parking structure will not be limited to the ground on which it is constructed, this is an unfound conclusion which must be corrected. The dmeir must be revised to note and analyze effects of the parking structure on recreational experiences within Hahamongna. 

Transportation / Traffic (Section 3.12) : no comments

Utilities and Service Systems (Section 3.13) : no comments

References (Section 10.0)

Review and include the following documents: 

Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Master Plan, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, 1990

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Strategic Plan, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, 1997

Common Ground: San Gabriel and Los Angeles Rivers Watershed and Open Space Plan, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy and San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, 2001

Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study, North East Trees and the Arroyo Seco Foundation.

Provide technical guide for vegetated swales. 

Provide technical guide for Best Management Practices. 

Conclusion

The Conservancy appreciates the opportunity to comment. The protection of the Arroyo southwestern toad, Plummer’s mariposa lily and Nevin’s barberry are of utmost importance. The dmeir is not adequate unless the recommendations contained herein are incorporated as binding mitigation measures in the final project approval. 

Please direct any questions and all future correspondence to Cara McLane of our staff at the above address and by phone at (323) 221-8900, extension 117.

Sincerely,

 michael berger

Chairperson

