
On September 5, 2001, the City of
Pasadena (“City”) released its responses
to public comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) for the
Ambassador Campus Development Plan
(“Legacy Project”).  The Board of Directors of
the West Pasadena Residents’ Association
(“WPRA”) is very concerned about the traffic
impacts from the Legacy Project, and is carefully
reviewing the EIR’s transportation plan to deter-
mine if it meets the requirements of Pasadena’s
General Plan.

Project Description
The Legacy Project consists of two

parts—the West Campus, comprised of 35 acres
on the west side of the 710 Freeway, and the East
Campus, comprised of 14 acres located south of
Old Pasadena.  Legacy Partners plans to develop
1,943 new dwelling units in the Legacy Project,
of which 960 units would be located on the West
Campus.

To appreciate the size of the Legacy
Project and its resulting environmental impacts,
consider the following:
•The new Peppermill project located at 801 East
Walnut Street contains 214 apartment units.  At
1,943 units, the Legacy Project is nine times big-
ger than the Peppermill project.
•The WPRA serves residents in the area bound-
ed by Fair Oaks Avenue, Colorado Boulevard
and the southern and western city limits.  At
1,943 units, the Legacy Project will result in a
greater than 40% increase in the population of
the WRPA service area.

Public Comments To Draft EIR
In December 2000, the City circulated a

draft EIR for the Legacy Project.  Under State
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AMBASSADOR EIR

Reproduced from Ambassador Campus Development Plan, picture depicts
massing on West and East campuses.

Continued on page 2

WHAT IS AN EIR?
The City of Pasadena must prepare and circu-
late an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR)
for the Legacy Project under the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  An
EIR is an informational document designed to
inform the public and City decision-makers of
the significant environmental effects of a pro-
posed project, identify possible ways to mini-
mize the significant effects and describe rea-
sonable alternatives to the project.  Under
CEQA, the City (which includes the Planning
Commission and City Council respectively)
must take into consideration environmental
impacts identified in the EIR (such as
increased traffic) and balance those impacts
against the project’s benefits before taking
action on the Legacy Project.



CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEWS CHANGES
TO HAHAMONGNA WATERSHED PARK MASTER PLAN

by Jody Gerstner

THE ARROYO RESTORED
by Tim Brick

It has cut a deep gorge through West Pasadena and chiseled a
lasting place in the culture of Southern California.  Now can
we restore the natural grandeur of the Arroyo Seco that has

inspired successive generations of settlers in our region? 

That is the subject of a trail-blazing yearlong study now
being completed by the Arroyo Seco Foundation and North East
Trees, “the Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility
Study.”  The watershed study is developing a comprehensive,
long-term plan to restore our grand canyon from the top of the
San Gabriel Mountains all the way to the Los Angeles River. 

California Secretary of Resources Mary Nichols and Art
Baggett, chair of the California Water Resources Control Board,
have recently recognized the Arroyo Seco by naming it a pilot
watershed for California.  Their two state agencies will study
governance and management of the Arroyo Seco along with
nine other watersheds in the state to prepare a comprehensive
list of recommendations for improved management of
California’s watersheds.  

This is the area that Teddy Roosevelt once declared
would make a great national park.  Despite the efforts of vision-
aries like Myron Hunt and Charles Lummis to preserve and pro-
tect the Arroyo, three major facilities have dramatically altered
its hydrology and habitat:  Devil’s Gate Dam (1920), the flood
channel (1934-1947) and the Arroyo Seco Parkway (1940). Still
today two remaining natural stretches, beneath the dam and
between the three bridges (Holly Street, 134, and Colorado
Street), stand as irrefutable witnesses that a more natural
approach is possible.

Encasing streams and rivers in concrete was once the
preferred approach to flood protection, but now new environ-
mental and water quality requirements are driving a more natur-
al approach called watershed management.  There is a growing
recognition that a comprehensive, integrated approach to envi-
ronmental planning on a watershed-wide basis is the most effi-
cient way to protect water and natural resources.  

In Pasadena the call for the return of a natural stream in
the Lower Arroyo was first highlighted in an historic exhibit at
Baxter Gallery at Caltech in 1985.  Three years later the Master
Plan for the Lower Arroyo called for a natural stream to replace
the sterile concrete channel that has choked the vitality of the

TT
he Pasadena Planning and Development Department
and the Parks and Natural Resources Division are in the
process of preparing a Master Plan for the Arroyo Seco.

The Master Plan will help define the future of the area running
from the lower Arroyo Seco to Devil’s Gate Dam.

The Arroyo Seco Master Plan consists of five elements:
(1) Hahamongna Watershed Park master Plan (HWP), (2)
Central Arroyo Seco Master Plan (CAMP), (3) Lower Arroyo
Seco Master Plan (LAMP), (4) Rose Bowl Operations Company
(RBOC) Use Plan, and (5) Design Guidelines.  All five elements
are anticipated to be in a Final Draft form for review prior to the
start of the Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR)
process by the end of this calendar year .

On February 7, 2000, the City Council adopted an ini-
tial draft of the Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan,
which will eventually be incorporated into the overall Arroyo
Seco Master Plan.  The Council, however, directed City staff to
develop a number of changes to the Hahamongna Master Plan.

On Tuesday, September 4, 2001, the Hahamongna
Watershed Park Advisory Committee (“Committee”) met to
consider and approve certain revisions to the Hahamongna
Master Plan.  The Committee is comprised of  12 members,
including two representatives from the Utility Advisory
Commission and 8 representatives from the Recreation and
Parks Commission.

The revisions and updates discussed were:

1. Conceptual Grading Plan: Staff discussed the plan of recov-
ering flood control capacity behind Devils Gate Dam through
sediment removal and grading.
2. Parking Structure Alternatives: Staff discussed the baseline
plan of the addition of a west side parking structure and access
route in addition to two alternative structures on both the west
and east sides of the park.
3. Bike Access Paths and Cross-Over:
Staff discussed the baseline route for the bike/equestrian/foot
paths and alternatives for a Northern crossover bridge.
4. Parking Access: Staff Discussed the variations of access to
parking locations for JPL, Park and weekend Park use.
Staff is continuing the work to complete the Final Drafts of each
of the five elements of the master plan.  A commitment was
made to insure that the final drafts would be available for public
comment before the reports is submitted into the MEIR process.
A tentative target for this next step was identified as the end of
the 2001 calendar year.

For more information concerning the master planning
process for the Arroyo Seco, please visit the City of Pasadena’s
website at www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/deptorg/commplng/
centralarroyo.asp or call (626) 744-4200.

Jody Gerstner is a member of the Utility Advisory Commission.  He
serves as one of the UAC’s representatives on the Hahamongna
Watershed Park Advisory Committee.
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stream zone below the Colorado Street Bridge.  Finally, after years of planning, the Browning Ferris Industries-sponsored low-flow
stream restoration project was installed in the Lower Arroyo in 1997.  Dense patches of cottonwoods and willows now flourish in
constructed rivulets that run beside the flood channel.  The project is an interesting experiment, but is it the best that can be done?
Can a naturally functioning stream again flow in the Arroyo?

The experts who have made up the Arroyo Seco watershed study project team think that it can and should. The water-
shed study goes beyond Pasadena’s Arroyo planning studies to technically evaluate flood and stream management, its benefits and
consequences.  Their report also evaluates the related potential for habitat restoration, water resources and recreational opportuni-
ties.   The watershed study, a joint project of two non-profit organizations, the Arroyo Seco Foundation and North East trees, has
been funded by the California Coastal Conservancy and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.  Its technical analysis has been
guided by twelve governmental agencies with management responsibilities in the Arroyo Seco, including the US Forest Service,
the three cities the Arroyo runs through and Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.

We encourage you to learn more about the Arroyo Seco watershed and to get involved in the planning process.  For more
information about the study, including major documents, recommendations and a dynamic slide show, please visit the Arroyo Seco
Foundation’s website at: http://www.arroyoseco.org/.  You can also join an email list there for regular updates of Arroyo Seco events
and issues.

Tim Brick, a director of the Arroyo Seco Foundation and of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, can be reached
at tbrick@email.com.

ARROYO RESTORED... 

1973 remodel, now function as offices. Two have the added
charm of cantilevered sleeping porches, a signature Greene
and Greene design.  Bedrooms one and two were returned to
their original size; bedroom three, which had not been
changed, was left in its existing condition; bedroom four,
which had been a photo lab, was converted into a workroom
and bedrooms five and six were combined into one office. 
On the ground floor, the former kitchen and screened-in
porch have been converted into the business office. The ele-
gant wood-paneled living room, intact in its original state,
makes a warm and much-used Alumnae Relations center and
the small den off the entry foyer has been converted into the
Alumnae Relations office. The dining room, also in its origi-
nal state, is now a light-filled conference room with French
doors opening onto a landscaped area used for student events
and parties. 

Scoble, who was at the helm of the restoration, said
the joy of the completed project is seeing how well the house
works.  “The restored Pitcairn House is a wonderful craftsman
bungalow that provides much needed space for the school’s
administrative function,” Scoble said. “It is also a point of
pride that a treasure like this is part of our campus.”
Resplendent of the genteel past of turn-of-the-century
Pasadena, the house seems to reflect the ideals of this venera-
ble girls school. 

Continued from page 10

Historic
Home...


