PARKS FOR THE PROPLE: CALIFORNIA'S

WISDOM IN CONYERTING HER ANCIENT
FORESTS INTO MODERN PLAYGROUNDS

2 it becayse we have auddenly awpkencd to the fact
l that we have sacrificed and wasted so much af aur
wwh sarth’s lovely vastzienis thal we 4w a3 a oaticn
i at once holding out such eager hands for whataver
netural beauty there is still remaining to us?  Are we
meeling to cstablish parks that we may forget cur
S mined hillsides? Are our mountain sireams more
precions to ud berause we have defiled and laid waste cur beautiful
wide wooded rivers? Do we at last lay arresting hands oo the lum.-
Bbermen of the North and INorthwest beceuse we have In the past
permitted them to desecrate our hills, injure cor climate and meie
apld and nld our wide Frogrant pastureland?

A mighty ery is going up from coe end to the other of our shorn
lnpd ta save the faw oazes of beauty left for the outdanr life of present
aod {uture genzrations. Zlowly we bhave grown 1o know that rooms
can never take the place of forests or reilwey iraffie of oor =fvers.
From every cily and town we bear 2 murmur of voices: “Take us
[romn our buuse prisons; we Al'e gruwily Fu.llld waud irrilable from the
Fm&sum of wails. We want our o.d world grown onee more [air and
mgrant and melodious. We want to walk in the sunlight and sleep
in the fresh winds, Y¥e are liced of the work of man's hands and we
yearn once mole for God's large kindnesses.”

- Qut of thws {rechened spint, this renswal of simplicity aurcly ia.
beiog buro Lle bupulse that would save whal litile is left tir us of our
wooded bhills, our full-rupaing rivers, Mature's own largess, for the
goad of the people, Through the whole length ol Lrpudih of the-
cuundry we bk Lt & few playgrounds and [ew joy spots Jor the young
and old, 31t is good for our nation that we cre refueing longer to ke
satisfied with the little man-made patches of ground which we have-
called our city Qark.s. The call today is to save for us same remnant
of our mountains, our forests, cur Lnee-deep clover pasturcs.l Io
practically every city in the Unjuu we are asking that the virgin
woods should be spared $o0 freshen the souls of our children. Wea want
playgrounds for them that are moss-pnd Hower-cvevered, and where
the air is atill snd greez. We wunt them o see deep amber brooks
with the trout dying up through the spray of the falls, and the pathe
silent for the approeeh of desr.  We want thew (o knuw the pufume
of the bihe and the elusive sweetuess of Lhe wild grape.  We refuse to
tonsider it enough that they should rest on park benches apd leok
upon burly peck policemen jnstead of birds and Bowers, thal they
shuuld be draggedp through crowded driveways and that they should
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sec cnly vn the greal green lawns of Noture newspapers and discarded
cracker boxes.  What child has a true heritage ifngﬁm wheo bas
pot been giver the vivion of the preut, wild, green beautitul werld,
-with all itz mysteries; Jessons end comfortings?

. Perhapa to the carly settlers with so vast an uptouched world il
about them M would bhave peemed niggardly sod evercarsful to
seTange 1o poeserve strdtehed of land for the parks of future genera-
tiups. But it was this past time luvishiness and headiscsnese that kus
cost B 80 terrible & price in the destruciion of onr cuuniry. For there
are vait areus today where the desolation aud the destruction are
yiter wnd fnal, where it is bard to realize that the utmast care and
LcODOMY can never reconstruct green snd beautiful spots for cur

le,

%r'e can still rewember, wany of uy, the methoda of the early
American home-boilder and garden-maker, wha set aboust to surround
his house with u smoorh tract of couniry, fallicg all the trees, Slling up
the ponds end breoks, leveling the ground. gofng over it wilk u har-
row to muke flxt Cesn ﬁhm in whueh to plant neat flower-Leds und
zarrow tuws of trees. - We smile over thiy now, but this tendency was
. &t pee time so netlon-wide thay the destruction of besutiful slopes of
lands, of ponde, ¢f little sizenrus, of law hillsiden was inraloulable.
f eourge, thif & a diferent matier Btom Wit spolision of our greay
meuntains and bills aod velleys for comercial purposes, hut the
diffieult ive of reconstruction are no lesa overwhelming.

And now that we have realized how crye] to us has been.the mere
heedleasnass of our forglathers, do we not owe it to ourseives vo prac-
tiee the ways of wisdom for posterity? Shafl we pot et the geners-
. tions wesz to us fee] wll the generous grawe of wild woedland wud feld
beauty?” Shall we not decide that whatever untouched stretches of
land, whatever [arests, whatever strenms, whalever fair valleys still
remain to thi devastated conntry we will make svery effort to hold
sucted 'for the sake of the permanent besuty of our mation, for the
health and happness of posterity?

BE io the West we still have many thousands ol neres of
vhipailed, virgio woodiend, and the desire bo save it is grow-

log more general All along the Prcific Const. Pechaps the best
exsemple which we cap P'Iw of the preservation of n wild garden of
_rare beauty and eharm for the peaple i3 the purchase of hundneds of
acres of the woondiand in the Arrovoe Seco, which Lhreads the wesletw
cdqﬁ of Pasadenn. - Few cities i the East or in the West are bleased
with a more beautiful environment than this particuler country,

- which Neture and the elements have earved and molded and planted
for years paet urnumbered.
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= Pesodens bas already aucveeded in aequiring ownership, options
i and promiscs of oplions on siy hundred grd twmﬁmdfrm;rn
: mm.wdw,mwwmfmm ce of Arroyo
. acreage lying wi the city limits, making & total of pine hundred
ine-gores... The interest in this g:.rml-:, project wide-
~ spread If southiero Californis.  As the Armyo extends from the
. Sierra Madre Mountains north of Pasadens to Los Angeles ot the
" south, pasiing Scuth Preadena en reute, both Loa Angeles and South
~ Pasadenn are cooperating with Paxsdvus and are buying up Arroye
iande in their districts for park purposcs. The county is alsc inte:-
' csted in improving outlylng lands in its distcici, uad is heartily help-
- ing in the fwrithwaug of plans,  The funds for purchase and improve-
ment are being met by & tax fevy. Une managemen! will be ap-
- pointed control, and the of improvements apportioned
. #according 10 the ares of each district.  When negotiations p=e rome
-+ pleted the people will vwn 8 parkway fourtsen leng.
- The contract kas just been let for & maggiticent bridge 1o span the
.. Arroyo at Passdens, ing the town with & new Luulevard to
= the weot.' This bridge will be fourtern hundred and sixty feet long,
- with eleven spans er arches renging in width from H::]Y.l te two bun-
' dred and tweaty thrae feet, and in the higheat place will be two bun-
v diead wod Lwenly feet ebove the bed of the A:ruio. It will be con-
- structed of mogolithie concrets and will cost one hundred and ninety
- thousand dollars, and will be & great asset to the park.
The natural scenie heauty of the park, the and luxuriance
- and variety of its growth, with its flaver of woodsy wildneas snd free.
" dom make it one which will appesl intimately to the people. Pasa-
. dena already hur plans for laying out and improving her .porlivy of
. this nature garden. It is to be & natural garden in every sense of the
- word, . It ia oot to be molested or desecrated by uwﬂcarchitmture.
. cemeht walks, marble statuary or anything set or arti ial: the prow
" jected improvements are to consist merely of grubbing ‘out sowme
. anderbrush and of gntlinig ) Efl‘ﬂdmﬂ and granite-topping e driveway
. over which every sort of v.*e‘gj e ean travel, and melong pathy through
¢ the woodland fragracee and loveliness. The city will elso plant
- ‘trees, shrubs and Sowers indigenous to the hills, mountaius, ficlds and
. dmﬁ of asuthemn Gnﬁw, segregaling the va.nl'fties B ﬁat ﬁhﬁ
- cun be studied logieally ensily. Quaint log cabins will be p
. bere nnd there and banked with ferns, m&ugmu wili be seattered
- whout and drinking founiuios designed after cld-time wells with ogk
. mescovered. buckets wre to be provided. Hough stone fireplaces
." where pienic parties may brew coffee or fry bacon and egea in true
.+ Gamp [ashion may be ahother innovation nf this unusiel public park,
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L 'anétﬁngnfdvﬂimﬁnq and medern city Luprovements which
muwaﬂgﬂ end look over, the So00’s woodland

the Sierra Madre Mountaing at the north of Pasadenn, it winds and
-eurves southward ugtil it merges into the gatnt apen-jawed Los Appo

I River. It is deep-gashed iu the certh, with & Banwwslewn mesa

on the east, and hilis welling it on the west. A boulevard Ls being cut

- along the hillside and in mnme places eyrves the cresta, The Arroye
ranges 1 width from tweaty-five faet to & quarter of a mile, & gilver

. stream-bad winding delica b the green. In wintar and

. pnng, the seasons of rain in the Southweat, and the timeé-when the

. 8uow is melting and flowing down from the wountain tops, the stream

- widens Jato & broad rushing torrent that ugs st bo and tree

~frunks on the banks. I the upper end of the Arroyo the siresm-bed

bolds water ﬂ:ﬁjﬁr round, truut ere found in the deeper quict

‘places; but on the lower levels summer Ends the path of the stream
empty, huge heuldets nrl small stones glaaming white and clean fram
thelr winter ficod pnhshmﬁ In winier, spring snd early summer
there are lozuriznt beds o wild ferns of many vatieties hiding ig

-shadow ol trees and crags, or delicate maidenkair and Sufy masses
d—TE to precipituny rock walls, aud the wild-Bower beds are radiant
-with Nature's lovelivet offcrings of mlwm wit] flower textures,
‘Trees and shruba are close growing of wide variely: ihe syca-

-more, maple, live-oek, canynn sak, scrub eak, golden cup ok, hothy
leal cherry, ash, willow, poplar, big econe spruce, greasewood, bav,

.alder, mountain meboguny, elder, Spanish heyonet, mapeanity, arte-

.migln and many others, | - .

i When the Arrayo bocomes a pazk it will anuke & wondarfil play=
grotnd for the people, hoth ﬁrown—up and children, The children
can build stone hiouses und sand houses. They can study the methods
snd manners of the birds and other amall interesting wood folk. They
will have opportuaity to leurn the secrets of the everyday lives of wild

- treatures, to becoms friends nod comrades in & way that, will curh the
youthful Instinet o teans and kill, and cullivate instead the desire to

rotect, ‘They ean romp and frolic in the wide rpaces, for there will
) few mtneud h cox in the form of si Lﬁeymﬂ&s%.:t may bcn:hnudd&ur
+ abd baoghing fares sm : cal shout xa much an they

-'Hﬁ?nqd there #ﬂnﬁbc L mﬂgymlmt. for there is ample space for
poase, ar for quiet. Indeed, the influences of such environment witl
be too {ar-reaching to o '

In the later seventies and early eightics when Prasdens was in

. the embryo atsge, the portion of the Arroyo Seco nesrest the tows

- possessed o wahue or interest to the people, except for the fire.
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wood pod kiodling it furnished. It waa subdivided into woodlets
which wreze sodd to Mexicans and othera for from three dollazz to ten
dollars each, and cord-wond and brush were harvested thersfrom, Al
that Lme the country was big sod open, uoly cue or Lwo boodred
familics livicg in the valley, and when they wished to picnic they
drove to the mountain canyans fivie or more miles distant, or to 8 nar-
row gorge with grass-grown, oak-shaded ledges known ax Dewil's
Gate, three miles north of the town. This is cne of the wost inter-
esting and acenes o the Arroyo Beco.  Paandenn obtains bes
waler supply from this locality, water that ia of the purity of the
mountein air, clear as crystal from secpage through jbe,  The
width of the Arroyo st thia puint, where precipitous ro-cf‘:‘:ﬂs ergwd
«close, 13 scarcely twenty-five [eet, and conditions are perfert for mak-
ing & huge storage reservolr or leke oz which bosting can be enjoyed.
- The tendency toward out-cf-door lifc, the love of light and alr and
growing things 1 developing in the West. Un Sundays, when pecple
ate lreed from wark, they rush away to the open, until our roads are
filled with autemcbiics, motor cycles and aorta of comveyances.
Nesarby besch, mountsin resorts and city parks are thronged with
ienic parties and rest partles, all gﬂtﬁng streagth and inspiration
rom the gooad tuedivives Lo be found in Nature's laboratory. ¥While
the city parks with their staoath lawns, landscope gordens, perfect
‘walks and drives are u delight to the penple, the Arroye Seco Pork
‘will surpess them ull, because il will be wiid and free, untrammeled
+- the convenlionzl Inws, just Nature with all ber kiuiovess, sim-
_ utir, fuiet snd Etsntf&}lnm ]uIdn nfne of thousands of secluoded how-
erd of greenery a Samily can hide for o long Lappy day, alone snd
undisturbed. 1§ they have no home garden, they cau fiml oue Lere,
far all the park acres, the trees, the fowers, the hills, the siream, the
aky, the sunlighl will belong ta them. Townspeople and visiting
strangers can enjoy eguul privileyes apd possession, while artists,
hotantsta and biologists will all find the Arrovo Sevo Puck o rich feld
for study, research, inspiration And rest.
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