MEMORANDUM - CITY OF PASADENA

DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WORKS

DATE: September 1, 2020

TO: Recreation and Parks Commission

FROM: Ara Maloyan, P.E., Director of Public Works

RE: Lower Arroyo Seco Habitat Restoration - Recommend Support of Concept
Design

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Recreation and Parks Commission support the Conceptual Plan
for the Lower Arroyo Seco Habitat Restoration Project (77410)

BACKGROUND

In June 2017, the La Loma Bridge (now known as John K. Van de Kamp Bridge)
Rehabilitation project was completed, however, the scope of work did not include restoration
of the habitat areas surrounding the bridge including the abutment slopes and construction
staging area after construction was completed.

In the Fiscal Year 2020-2024 Adopted Capital Improvement Program, the Lower Arroyo
Seco Habitat Restoration project was created and funded utilizing Los Angeles County
Proposition A grant funds and residential impact fees. The project’s intention is to restore
the native plant communities and associated wildlife habitat in the Arroyo Seco from the
vicinity surrounding John K. Van de Kamp Bridge extending north to the Pasadena Casting
Pond-all within Lower Arroyo Park.

On March 2, 2020, the City entered into an agreement with Psomas for professional
planning, design, and plant/seed procurement services for the Lower Arroyo Seco Habitat
Restoration Project. The scope of services included (a) the development of a CEQA
Categorical Exemption; (b) the collection of native seeds in the local subwatersheds; (c) the
collection and propagation of native plants of local genetic origin; and (d) project bidding
documents (plans and specifications) prepared by Psomas’ restoration ecologists, in
coordination with landscape architects of Cornerstone Studios, Inc. (Psomas’
subcontractor).
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On July 20, 2020, the Concept Plan was sent out to community organizations in the area
surrounding the project area for comments.

On August 3, 2020, staff conducted a site walk with members of the Pasadena Casting
Club and PRCS staff to review the project scope.

On August 20, 2020, staff conducted a site walk with members of the La Casita
Foundation.

The Arroyo Seco Foundation and the Pasadena Casting Club have each provided
endorsements of the project as presented.

The proposed project plan is consistent with the Lower Arroyo Master Plan adopted by the
City in 2008, specifically the recommendations set forth in Section 3.2.2 Restoration of
Plant and Wildlife Habitats.

The Concept Plan for this project as presented includes the following:

e Total area of project: Less than five acres.

e Proposed removal of 106 non-native trees/plants and the removal (or pruning) of 11
dead trees (‘snags’) (Attachment A):

o 82 of the trees are considered non-mature based on trunk diameter size as
established by City’s Urban Forestry Advisory Committee (UFAC).

o 13 of the non-native trees/plants are classified as either snags (requiring full or
partial removal due safety concerns) or grasses.

e Manual removal (e.g., via hand tools or string trimmers) of herbaceous non-native
plants (weeds).

e Importation and placement of numerous natural boulders/rocks to create natural
barriers for habitat protection and to provide habitat values for wildlife.

e Placement of coarse woody debris (i.e., prepared logs and branches from removed
trees) to provide natural seating (e.g., within several designated ‘rest areas’), natural
barriers (e.g., along trails), and assemblages within the planting areas to provide
beneficial wildlife cover.

» Decompaction of soils in some areas—esp. staging areas associated with the Bridge
Rehabilitation project—to prepare these areas for native plant establishment.

e Installation of environmentally suitable erosion control measures (as needed).

e Installation of a new irrigation system to assist in the establishment of new native trees
and plants.
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e Installation of native planting materials including 14 southern California black walnut
trees, 11 coast live oak trees, 17 western sycamore trees, and approximately 2,000
understory shrubs and herbaceous plants.

* Installation of natural mulch around the newly planted areas.

The removal of the subject non-native trees and other plants is necessary to meet the project
criteria for restoration. The intention of restoration is to reestablish the physical and biological
characteristics of the Arroyo Seco'’s native habitats to a natural state void of invasive, non-
native plants. The proposed removal of non-native species is a core component of habitat
restoration. The removals create open areas to allow the native plant species of the region
to reestablish themselves. As these plants establish, mature, and propagate, the habitat is
restored for the local native wildlife and improves the ecosystem health in the area.

The project proposed is categorically exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) under Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 15304, Class 4 for minor alterations
to land and Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 19, Section 15333, Class 33 for small habitat
restoration projects.

For Class 4, the proposed project involves minor public alterations in the condition of land
and vegetation, including removal of 106 non-native trees/plants as part of the City’s urban
forestry management. The proposed work is minor because there is minimal disturbance of
the ground surface, totaling much less than five acres, and the surface areas would be
restored with no permanent adverse effects on the environment.

For Class 33, the project does not exceed five acres in size to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of habitat for fish, plants, or wildlife.

NEXT STEPS

On September 9, 2020, staff will present the Concept Plan to UFAC to obtain approval for
the proposed tree/plant removals described therein.

With the support of the Recreation and Parks Commission and UFAC, it is anticipated that
staff will finalize the project plans and specifications in fall 2020 and advertise for bids and
go to City Council for award of construction contract by December 2020. The construction
completion date is March 2021 due to the Proposition A grant reimbursement deadline.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The project concept design is estimated to cost $500,000 to implement, inclusive of all labor
for site preparation/installation and post-installation maintenance (90-day warranty period),

materials, and biological monitoring/management tasks. Funding is budgeted and available
for construction of the project under Lower Arroyo Seco Habitat Restoration (project number

77410).

Prepared by,

Iﬂgde)n Melbourn, P.E.

Principal Englneer

Attachment A — Non-Native Tree/Plant Removal Plan
Attachment B — Conceptual Planting Plan



Attachment A - Non-Native Tree/Plant Removal Plan
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