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February 8, 2016 
 
To whom it may Concern, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of the Hahamongna Cooperative Nursery. We’ve been watching the Nursery 
grow and accomplish great things over the last year. It’s so wonderful to see mutually beneficial and productive 
partnerships like this one between the Arroyo Seco Foundation (ASF) and the Pasadena Water & Power 
Department. More than 5,000 plants of 80 native species have been propagated in the last year with the assistance 
of several hundred volunteers. 
  
The Hahamongna Cooperative Nursery (HCN) is providing plants for much-needed conservation and habitat 
restoration projects while providing a vital service learning program, educating our community about the value of 
native plants for water conservation and as habitat. The Nursery is propagating a diverse palette of locally native 
plant species, which are urgently needed for LA River and Arroyo Seco restoration projects.  
 
There is a vital need for the Nursery and the native plants growing there. US Army Corps of Engineers is completing a 
program for ecosystem restoration in the Arroyo Seco that will require an immense amount of native plants. LA 
County’s massive sediment program in Hahamongna Watershed Park will require substantial habitat restoration 
with locally derived native plants. There is a massive demand for native plants, so much so that the current native 
plant nurseries – including ours (Back to Natives Nursery at Santiago Park in Santa Ana) cannot fulfill the demand. 
 
ASF has demonstrated the ability to run a thriving native plant nursery on a site that was abandoned for twenty 
years. Nursery Manager Nick Hummingbird is uniquely trained and suited to run the nursery and its educational 
programs. The Hahamongna Cooperative Nursery is a tremendous community-generated project, worthy of 
protection and preservation. I urge the Environmental Advisory Commission to inform the Pasadena City Council of 
the benefits of Nursery and to support ASF’s continued management of it. 
 
Back to Natives is a non-profit 501c (3) organization geared towards habitat restoration and conservation of 
environmental resources in Orange County and California wild lands. Founded in 2005, we work to educate the 
community about biodiversity and the importance of native plants. Thank you for your consideration! 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Reginald I. Durant 
Executive Director 
LIC# 963706 
PO BOX 10820 
Santa Ana, CA 92711 

 
 
 
Lori Whalen 
Director or Education 
LIC# 963706 
PO BOX 10820 
Santa Ana, CA 92711 
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